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REPLY BRIEF 

Sin 

03/c!8/2005 THflKiii iPM^ad^.^ Examifiier's Answer dated December 28. 2004. Appellant presents 

Oi KC;P.402 this Re'plJPBnef. filed in triplicate. 
1. Claims on Appeal : 

In number paragraph 1 1 under the heading "Response to Argument," the 
Examiner states that "applicant does not discuss the references applied against claims 
20 through 28, 49 explain how the claims avoid the references or distinguish from 
them." As set forth in the issues paragraph and grouping of claims set forth in 



09/973.609 



SHE-6144 



Appellant's Appeal Brief does not argue against the references indtvidually (see, e.g.. 
page 20-22 of Appellant's Appeal Brief), as asserted in the Examiner's Answer. 
Instead, structural taught by the respective references are discussed in a manner to 
explain that there is not proper motivation to combine the teachings. For example, the 
Examiner's Answer contends that the Del Toro patent is utilized as a teaching to 
support incorporating a handle on the catheter system of Bessler et al. As stated in 
Appellant's Appeal Brief, since Del Toro does not teach a handle, but is instead 
discloses a manifold stabilizer (40) that is employed to space apart an outer shaft (32) 
from an inner shaft (36), there is no teaching, suggestion or motivation to incorporate a 
handle in the catheter system of Bessler et al., as suggested in the Examiner's Answer. 
For the reasons stated above, the rejection of claims 2 through 1 9, 28, 50 and 53 



through 57 should be reversed. 

Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment in the fees for this 
Appeal Brief to Deposit Account No. 20-0090. 
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